The JOSN SAGE Scholarly Writing Award
In addition to writing excellence, the manuscripts are considered for potential to improve school nursing practice, influence school health policy, or contribution to school health administration and collaboration. All manuscript types are considered for the award: Literature Reviews, Evidence-Based Practice and Policy, Brief Research Report, and Original Research. This year, the winner is Nakia C. Best, PhD, RN, who is receiving the award for her manuscript titled Exploring School Nurse Interventions and Health Outcomes: An Integrative Review (Best, Oppewal, & Travers, 2018) .
Dr. Best is an assistant professor in the School of Nursing at University of North Carolina, Greensboro. She has over 20 years of nursing experience and recently completed her PhD in nursing at The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her scholarly interests include improving the usability of data for research and the use of informatics and information technologies to improve patient care and patient outcomes. For her dissertation, Dr. Best collaborated with University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill faculty, Dr. Sonda Oppewal and Dr. Debbie Travers, who are also coauthors on the manuscript, and the North Carolina State School Health Nurse Consultant Nursing Supervisor, Ann O. Nichols. She analyzed school health data to identify patterns in North Carolina public school health services and programs provided by school nurses and evaluated the impact of North Carolina school nursing staffing patterns on the health and education outcomes of school children. Dr. Best grew up in Raleigh, NC, and currently lives nearby in Cary, NC. She enjoys running, yoga, and participating in community service projects. Congratulations to Dr. Best.
We also recognize the other finalists for the Scholarly Writing Award for their outstanding publications. They are Dr. Pernilla Garmy (Garmy & Ward, 2018) and Dr. Susan Williams (Williams, Schneider, Wornell 
